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2,000 miles. At the Thousand Springs he came to a
beautifully watered country, with fine shady trees,
spring flowers, and tame deer, with bells and rings,
It was the summer resort of the Khan of the Turks,
who. according to the Pilgrim's biographer, was a
fire worshipper and kept a splendid court. His tents
were ernbroiderecl with gold. He treated the
Pilgrim with great? distinction, and tried to dissuade
him from going to India. The country, he thought,
was hot, and the people rude. The Khan's Court was
fond of drinking and music. He sent away the
Pilgrim with presents. He passed on to the
south-west, crossed the Jaxartes, and soon arriv-
ed at Samarkand.
Already at that time Samarkand was a great
centre of trade. The country was very fertile,
abounding in trees and flowers. Its inhabitants were
skilful craftsmen, clever and energetic. Its social
institutions were models for neighbouring States.
Its soldiers were renowned for their valour. They
looked on death as a return to their
kindred, and no foe could stand against them in
battle. Bokhara is mentioned, but it is doubtful
if the Pilgrim went there personally. He was still
in hilly country. To the north and east were the
plains (partly desert) watered by the Jaxartes and
the Qxus. He had yet to pierce through the great
mountain mass that separates the Oxus from India.
He had now completed over 3,000 mite. His
first step in the new direction was taken at the Iron
Gate, where his course turned from south- west to